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From the 
Executive Director
John DeLollis 

Scholarships and Special Events

Education is important to the success of WC&C member companies and we encourage young 
people to continue theirs. It’s just a year since the Northeast Regional Council of Carpenters 
opened a new, state-of-the-art apprentice training center in Edison, New Jersey. In a five-year 

program, young men and women can learn basics to advancing to become a journeyman carpenter. 

Each year at this time WC&C opens our scholarship search to worthy young men and women. 
These awards are for $3,000 and they are not limited to tuition at apprenticeship centers. The 
money is for awardees to use at any accredited institution. Ten winners are selected by an outside 
organization which we retain for this purpose.

To be eligible the applicant must:
be a high school senior or a freshmen, sophomore or junior in college and must have at least one 
parent who is a member in good standing of one of these organizations: the United Brotherhood 
of Carpenters and Joiners of America (New York City District Council of Carpenters or Northeast 
regional Council of Carpenters), District Council No. 9 IUPAT, Drywall Tapers Local Union 1974, 
Local 46 Metallic Lather & Reinforcing Ironworkers or Local 66 Laborers LI.
AND, in addition must have worked for a WC&C Contractor Member for a minimum of four weeks 
in the 2018 calendar year.

Applications are now available. For more information and to apply please go to www.wcc-ny.com. 
Only one application may be submitted per person and must be completed in full by July, 31, 2019.

Over the coming weeks our Association will be offering three valuable opportunities. The 
WC&C Annual Dinner Dance at Terrace on the Park in Flushing will be held on March 30th.  Then on 
April 3rd through 7th our WC&C Convention will be held in Nassau, Bahamas. Capping the weeks of 
peer group activity, on April 22 through 26, AWCI’s Convention & INTEX Expo will be at the Gaylord 
National Resort & Convention Center and Marriott Residence Inn in National Harbor, Maryland. 
These are three excellent opportunities to unwind, learn and communicate about work, technology, 
and profit.  Make sure you register early for each of these events. I’m looking forward to seeing you.  
         —John

http://www.wcc-ny.com
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From the 
President
Michael Weber 

Cautiously Optimistic for 2019

The longest ever shutdown of the U.S. government ended when both the Senate and the House 
approved a measure to temporarily reopen the federal government. But the five-week partial 
government shutdown cost the U.S. economy about $3 billion in forgone economic activity 

that won’t be recovered.

Meanwhile, much is being discussed with regard to the U.S. and China seeking a resolution 
to the ongoing trade war. With representatives meeting, observers seem optimistic about a solution. 
With the impending March 1st deadline, meaningful approaches to resolving the trade war are still 
lacking. The Democrats and Republicans need to come to a mutual solution regarding the pro-
longed trade wars as well as the immigration issues. 

If these issues trickle beyond the first quarter of 2019, there will be an impact on our 
economy.  Resolving these issues are paramount to continue a healthy business environment. 

I am optimistic about Google’s plans to double its workforce in New York City to more than 
14,000 people over the next decade.  Google and Amazon’s respective expansions in New York 
open up a new front in the battle for talent among the tech giants.  It’s definitely a good thing for 
New York, with its dependence on income taxes, to secure tens of thousands of new six-figure jobs. 
The city is in the midst of its largest and longest period of job growth since the Second World War. 

As we continue our negotiations with the New York City District Council of Carpenters, our 
biggest challenge to our membership continues to be the loss of market share due to the increased 
non-union presence in our market.  I am cautiously optimistic we can find a common ground for the 
betterment of all parties involved and conclude these negotiations in the first quarter of 2019.

I hope to see everyone at the upcoming AWCI annual convention in National Harbor, Mary-
land at the end of April. For more information please visit  https://www.awci.org/events/awci-con-
vention.  I also look forward to seeing you all at the WC&C 19th Annual Dinner Dance at Terrance on 
the Park on March 30th.

        — Michael Webber

https://www.awci.org/events/awci-convention
https://www.awci.org/events/awci-convention
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It’s The Law
By Mark A. Rosen

Mark A. Rosen is legal counsel to the Association of Wall-Ceiling 
& Carpentry Industries of New York, Inc. He is a partner in the firm 
of McElroy, Deutsch, Mulvaney & Carpenter, LLP. Mark practices 
in the areas of construction and contract law, public contract law, 
arbitration, surety, and general commercial litigation. He can be 
reached at mrosen@mdmc-law.com. 

NEW ERA OF 
AMERICAN 
SKYSCRAPERS
After a two-decade lull in sky-
scraper construction, the United 
States is embracing taller buildings 
again. Last year alone, the U.S. 
added 14 new skyscrapers into the 
mix, particularly in New York City, 
where construction cranes dot the 
horizon. In the past decade, NYC 
has added 25 new skyscrapers to its 
iconic skyline.

This trend is showing no signs of 
slowing down. Between now and 
2022, 44 skyscraper projects are 
expected to be completed in the 
United States, with the vast major-
ity being built in the Big Apple.  •

NEW YORK COURT RULES THAT 
APPRENTICES PERFORMING 
WORK OUTSIDE THE SCOPE 
OF THEIR APPRENTICESHIP 
PROGRAM MUST BE PAID AS 
JOURNEYMEN ON PUBLIC 
PROJECTS

The New York Court of Appeals has 
ruled that apprentices that work in 
trades outside the scope of their 
apprenticeship program must be 
paid as journeymen on public works 
projects. 
The Labor Department had issued 
a ruling that glazier apprentices had 
to be paid the prevailing wage for 
journeyman ironworkers for installing 
storefronts because that work was 
within the jurisdiction of ironworkers.  
The Court of Appeals upheld that ruling.  
The union, the International Union 
of Painters and Allied Trade, had 
argued that apprentices in a bona fide 
apprenticeship program should be paid 
the lower apprenticeship wages, even if 
they did work outside of that particular 
trade.  

NEW YORK CITY IMPOSES NEW 
OBLIGATIONS ON EMPLOYERS 
WITH RECENTLY PAST 
LACTATION LAWS

Effective March 18, 2019, New York 
City employers with four (4) or more 

employees will be required to comply 
with various new requirements set 
forth in two new laws regarding 
nursing mothers.  

Under the laws, a covered New York 
City employer must make a lactation 
room available for nursing mothers 
upon request within “reasonable 
proximity” to the employee’s work 
area.  The “lactation room” is defined 
as a sanitary place, other than a rest 
room, that can be used to express 
breast milk, shielded from view and 
free from intrusion.  At a minimum, the 
room must include a chair, an electric 
outlet, a surface on which to place 
personal items, and nearby access 
to running water.  Employers are 
also required to provide a refrigerator 
suitable for breast milk storage in 
reasonable proximity to the employee’s 
work area.  

In addition, covered employees must 
issue a written policy setting forth, 
among other things, the procedure 
by which an employee can request a 
lactation room and how such requests 
will be addressed.  

NEW YORK STATE PASSES 
GENDER IDENTITY 
DISCRIMINATION BAN INTO LAW

New York State has signed into law the 
Gender Expression Non-Discrimination 

Act (“GENDA”).  The law takes effect 
on February 24, 2019.  The law amends 
the New York State Human Rights Law 
to expressly prohibit discrimination 
on the basis of gender identity or 
expression.  It also expands New York 
hate crime laws to include crimes 
against transgender and gender 
nonconforming people.  

Under the ACT, gender identity or 
expression is defined as “a person’s 
actual or perceived gender-related 
identity, appearance, behavior, 
expression, or other gender-related 
characteristic regardless of the sex 
assigned to that person at birth, 
including, but not limited to, the status 
of being transgender.”  •
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By John Gregerson/ENR

Construction companies can’t 
afford to scrimp on jobsite safety 
because even a single accident 

comes at too high a price, say industry 
professionals and insurers.

However, the growing availability 
of safety wearables, site sensors, 
exoskeletons, image-generating 
drones and other safety-oriented 
systems raises a key question: Are the 
results they provide worth the costs, 
particularly among contractors with 
limited dollars at their disposal?

As expected, the answers vary. 
Insurers and risk-management 
consultants such as Schaumburg, 
Ill.-based Zurich North America 
continually take a “fresh look” at 
safety plans and operations, assisting 
contractors of all sizes in identifying 
initiatives best suited for reducing 
their exposure, says James Boileau, 

construction segment director with 
Zurich.

“We per fo rm cos t -bene f i t 
analyses, weighing incentives, 
including lower insurance and workers 
compensation expenses, against the 
costs associated with OSHA fines and 
reputational and property damage,” 
he says. “We ask, ‘What initiatives 
make sense for the firm, given its 
exposure?’ But what makes senses 
for contractor A may not make sense 
for contractor B.”

Deeper investment in technological 
innovation may or may not figure 
into the equation. Wearables—
including GPS- or RFID-based 
devices worn by tradespeople—
allow on-site managers to monitor 
worker locations and movements in 
real time via wireless, cloud-based 
mobile interfaces. Some, including 

an RFID-based system adopted by 
Kansas City, Mo.-based contractor 
JE Dunn Construction, “identify 
worker presence on site, as well 
store information on worker training 
and capabilities,” says Matt Ogle, a 
regional safety manager with JE Dunn.

The system also is equipped with 
evacuation alerts that site supervisors 
can deploy in the event of weather 
disturbances or other hazards near 
the site, he says. However, one 
school of thought suggests wearables 
may prove more beneficial for large, 
complex, heavily populated sites that 
are more frequently associated with 
larger firms rather than smaller ones.

Beyond the use of wearables, 
smaller firms can—and should—
leverage technologies at their 
disposal, including smart phones to 
group-text colleagues about safety-
related information that includes 
descriptions and photographs, Ogle 
says. Likewise, they can use phones 
to download apps with real-time 
weather forecasts and alerts, like 
WeatherBug.

New Systems Aim to Improve 
Jobsite Safety Awareness
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“Technology plays a wonderful 
role in keeping workers safe during 
activities such as large excavations, 
when a wearable will advise of my 
proximity to another worker, but 
it always should be regarded as 
a tool,” says Rodney Spencley, 
corporate director of safety, quality 
and labor relations with Redwood 
City, Calif.-based DPR Construction. 
“People are the answer. The key is 
engagement with your craftsmen 
and trade partners so that when you 
request they perform a safety-related 
task, it’s with the understanding we 
want to send them home safely every 
day,” he says.

Other 
Safety Initiatives

A firm’s size notwithstanding, 
“The re  a re  p l en t y  o f  sa fe t y 
improvements to be had exclusive 
of new technology, from safety 
training and pre-task planning to 
health education and employee 
drug and alcohol programs,” says 
Tim Batz, regional risk control team 
leader for IMA Inc., a Wichita, Kan.-
based commercial insurance broker 
and provider of risk-management 
solutions.

Providence, R.I .-based CM 
Gilbane Inc., among the world’s 
largest builders, spent a decade 
developing Gilbane Cares, a program 
predicated on the development 
of a safety-oriented culture that 
inspires workers to look after one 
another. “Relationships are free,” 
says Rebecca Severson, Gilbane’s 
corporate safety director.

Although the firm equips its trades 
with RFID-based wearables, in this 
instance clips that include altimeters 
to identify worker altitudes and 
accelerometers to calculate speeds, 
including those denoting falls, “We’re 
adopting new systems to enhance a 
culture we’ve already established,” 
Severson says. In addit ion to 
classroom and interactive training of 
field subcontractors, cornerstones of 
the culture include risk-identification 
analysis and executive support and 
involvement, she says.

Numerous firms, large and small, 
likewise have developed programs 
to promote greater enterprise-wide 
engagement, from classroom training 
and toolbox talks to accountability 
matrices that extend from the CEO 
to laborers, says Ogle. JE Dunn, for 
instance, is shifting more safety-
related responsibility to on-site project 
managers and superintendents. The 
same is true of DPR, Spencley says.

Due to the considerable time, 
e f fo r t  and resources  they ’ve 
expended implementing or upgrading 
safety programs, many firms take a 
measured approach to adopting new 
technologies, according to Boileau. 
“Improvements are smaller due to 
initiatives they’ve steadily undertaken 
over the past 20 years,” he says.

Acco rd ing l y,  seve ra l  new 
technologies are in the early phases 
of adoption, says Batz. “We’ve yet to 
see widespread use of wearables,” he 
notes. “They can be expensive, and 
the technology is rapidly evolving. The 
thinking is, ‘Why not wait to invest 
until all the kinks are worked out?’ ”

Newer features involve body 
mechanics—or evaluations of task-
related movements—to prevent soft-
tissue injuries. Also emerging are 
capabilities that detect heart rate and 
body temperature.

Some firms and workers remain 
hesitant about the use of wearables 
due to privacy concerns. “There’s this 
feeling of ‘Big Brother is watching me’ 
we need to dispel by advising potential 
users that monitoring doesn’t extend 
beyond the work site,” says Ogle. 
“We know whether they’re on site or 
not, but not where they are or what 
they are doing off-site during their 
free time. Once they understand 
that, they’re usually okay with the 
technology.”

Eyes in the Sky
Although drones have been subject 

to considerable hype, including a 
recent Goldman Sachs study reporting 
worldwide construction investment of 
$11 billion in the technology, Batz 
says he isn’t seeing systems flying 
off shelves, despite their ability to 
capture project progress, quality or 
safety via photographs and videos. 
“Among our several hundred clients, 
only a handful employ them,” he says. 
“Nevertheless, they hold considerable 
promise for roofing contractors and 
other disciplines seeking to gather 
imagery to perform inspections or 
prepare quotes without exposing 
workers to fall hazards.”

Drones a lso may assist  in 
monitoring sites for hazards such as 
missing guardrails or workers who 
have removed their hard hats.

Some larger firms, including 
McCarthy Building Cos. and Skanska 
USA, have enjoyed considerable 
success with drones, though both 
companies admittedly have adopted 
drone programs on a small scale and 
are progressing from there.

Gilbane, for its part, is investigating 
the technology but has yet to adopt 
it, Severson says. “We recognize 
potential in drones, but we need to 
further investigate requirements for 
their use as a business tool,” she 
notes.

As they dabble in new technologies, 
builders also are testing matrices for 
leading safety indicators, rather than 
depending upon lagging indicators, 
which report only incidents and 
accidents, says Batz.

For example, Boston-based 
Suffolk Construction is auditing 
multiple sites to gather data predictive 
of accidents and develop strategies 
to prevent them, according to Alex 
Hall, executive vice president of 
environmental health and safety. “One 
solution is to ‘engineer out’ risk with 
approaches such as prefabrication,” 
he says.  •

Reprinted courtesy of Engineering News-Record,
copyright BNP Media, January 14, 2019, All rights reserved. 
Photo courtesy DPR Construction
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Building information modeling (BIM) is no longer 
a future state, but something geospatial profes-
sionals and contractors are putting to use today 

on building and infrastructure projects. Whether it’s 
visualizing a design, allowing stakeholders to ‘walk 
through’ a building before it’s complete, or using mod-
els to validate work being done according to the de-
sign, BIM has arrived. 

Another exciting development around BIM is mixed re-
ality (MR) technologies. Mixed reality is a form of aug-
mented reality (AR) that merges real and virtual worlds 
to create brand new environments where physical and 
digital components interact in real-time. In architecture, 
engineering and construction (AEC) industries, MR is 
bringing new levels of simplicity to BIM, making it a 
useful tool in commercial applications. In fact, manu-
facturing and construction spending on AR and virtual 
reality (VR) solutions is poised to overtake the con-
sumer sector in the next five years, according to Inter-
national Data Corporation (IDC) research. 

An Eye on Collaboration

Mixed reality solutions are being simplified through new 
data platforms that reduce the time needed to place 
models in the physical space, as well as robust wear-
able technology that can store and load data to speed 
review of modeled data on the worksite. More than 
just viewing data, today’s MR applications allow users 
to also interact with what they see on a 1:1 scale and 
compare components against design and installation 
guidance. For instance, Microsoft HoloLens, a holo-
graphic computer and head-mounted display, attaches 
to hard hats and enables users to use natural gestures, 
such as clicking with fingers, pinching the screen or 
moving objects on the screen, to interact with data. 

Bringing the utility of mixed reality onto the construc-
tion site even further is Trimble Connect for HoloLens 
(TCH). Trimble Connect for HoloLens enables users to 
view models that have been published to their Holo-
Lens device via the Trimble Connect software applica-

Mixed Reality Boosts BIM 
in Construction
By David Burczyk

Photograph Courtesy of Trimble
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tion. The application links to project models stored on 
Trimble Connect, a cloud-based construction manage-
ment solution that acts as a collaboration hub for AEC 
projects. By using it, contractors can work with BIM 
models and read files from several different sources, 
including from those tools used by other trades. Add-
ing to collaboration efforts, with just a few clicks, a user 
can identify how the physical planes of the worksite 
relate to digital models. 

Envision a superintendent on-site viewing the mixed 
reality data showing all the components and connec-
tions, down to the nuts, bolts and hangers ‘behind 
the walls’ directly in front of him. He discovers a clash 
between an existing wall penetration and the electri-
cal plan. This triggers a request for information (RFI). 
He then contacts the virtual design and construction 
manager back in the office, who, by using the same 
technology, “transports” himself to the worksite to see 
what the superintendent sees. 

To facilitate this seamless workflow, the team had 
loaded the structural, architectural, electrical and 
mechanical models onto an ANSI-approved hard hat 
attachment for Microsoft HoloLens. The models, pre-
pared by the design teams for each trade, were placed 
in the Trimble Connect dashboard. Wearing the Holo-
Lens, stakeholders from the various trades were able 

to see the models overlaid on the physical space with 
surface-to-surface alignment. While this is a construc-
tion-specific, not survey-specific workflow, surveyors 
and geospatial professionals should be particularly 
invested in mixed reality’s success. Because surveyors 
establish boundaries and control for building projects, 
mixed reality can be a natural extension into new areas 
of service.

Practical Use of Mixed Reality 

This scenario happened recently at the construction 
site of Trimble’s 118,000-square-foot, Phase 2 build-
ing in Westminster, Colorado just northwest of Denver. 
General contractor JE Dunn, architect OZ Architecture, 
and several trade partners in mechanical, electrical, 
plumbing, (MEP) layout and concrete are involved in 
the project. A major goal of the construction process 
was to validate the application of technology to foster 
collaboration, automate field activities, and enhance 
both predictability and safety. 

Mixed reality solutions including Microsoft HoloLens, 
SketchUp Viewer for HoloLens, Trimble Connect for 
HoloLens, and Trimble’s new hard hat attachment 

Continued on following page
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for HoloLens were tested early 
on during the Trimble project 
primarily for concept visualization, 
visual clash detection and as-built 
validation. Using the mixed reality 
solutions, Trimble, JE Dunn and 
other trade partners were able to 
view future work in the context of 
the current-built environment. 

Mapping the Environment 
to Place the Model 
While wearing the HoloLens on-
site, the user logs into the Trimble 
Connect for HoloLens application 
to access the Trimble Connect 
dashboard and then selects the 
model layers he or she wants to 
view on site and loads them into the 
HoloLens. The Trimble Connect for 
HoloLens application then starts to 
“map” its environment in order to 
place the model. Common planes 
in the real world and the selected 

model are identified and verified 
by the user. Once selected, these 
planes enable TCH to automatically 
align the model to the physical 
environment. Once placed, the user 
can begin to take measurements 
or annotate. Measurements can 
include real-world-to-real-world, 
virtual-element-to-real-world, or 
virtual-element-to-virtual-element. 

In the case of the Trimble Phase 
2 project, the team did discover a 
clash in the ductwork between the 
hologram state and the existing 
steel. From there, they initiated 
a remote collaboration meeting, 
inviting the steel contractor to view 
both the scene and the models 
without leaving the office. This 
resulted in an immediate work order 
to correct the issue. 

By bringing simplicity, practicality 
and real-time problem-solving 
capabilities to the worksite, mixed 

from preceding page reality solutions are transforming 
the utility of BIM. The building 
construction industry is filled 
with opportunities for improved 
efficiency and productivity through 
BIM, which also is expanding into 
civil infrastructure, utilities, power 
stations and industrial facilities. 
With close collaboration among 
project stakeholders as one of the 
key benefits of BIM, cloud-based 
services and new mixed reality and 
software tools for visualization will 
continue to increase BIM’s efficiency 
and effectiveness over time.  •

David Burczyk is the segment 
manager for the Field Technology 
Group with Trimble Buildings. 
At Trimble, he is focused on 
the strategic product marketing 
and development of 3D capture 
technology, mixed reality 
applications, and robotic total 
stations for the AEC market.
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Buildings Commissioner Rick D. Chandler, P.E. has 
released DOB’s report on construction in New York 
City in 2018. The results are included in the agency’s 
NYC Construction Dashboard, a data-rich interactive 
website with information on construction and real es-
tate development in every neighborhood in the city.

The report shows that construction activity has 
leveled off following New York’s historic real es-
tate and development boom. DOB issued a total of 
165,988 construction permits in 2018, down from 
168,243 in 2017, the first decline in total permits is-
sued year-over-year since 2009. However, there is still 
an extraordinarily high level of construction activity in 
neighborhoods around the city – indeed, 2018’s permit 
totals are the second-highest on record.

“While construction activity remains strong, the 
building boom may have finally hit its peak,” said 
Commissioner Chandler. “As construction trends 
come and go, our data reports will be there to keep 
New Yorkers informed about changes in their built 
environment.”
Other report highlights:

Despite the slight downturn, construction projects 
approved in 2018 will still add a staggering 46 
million square feet -- over 1.5 square miles -- of 
brand-new floor space to our city.
2018 saw decreases in new building and demoli-
tion permits compared to the previous year, but 
those 2018 permits still represent a 44% increase 
in activity since 2013.
Unsurprisingly, Manhattan still reigns as king of 
construction activity in New York, accounting for 
72,004 total permits, around 43% of all the permits 

issued citywide.
Brooklyn’s boom continues with the most new 
building permits issued in 2018 (2,756 total, 34% 
citywide). Brooklyn Community Board 1 leads the 
borough with 414 permits issued for new building 
construction, much of it along the L-train corridor.
“Made on Staten Island”: The borough’s continu-
ing housing boom. New building permits or renew-
als this year increased to 1,321 in 2018, up from 
1299 last year.
Community Board 7 in Queens, which includes 
Flushing, leads all community boards citywide in 
both demolition projects (148 total, 7% citywide) 
and major alteration projects (446 total, 5% city-
wide), which will lead to big changes in that corner 
of the city.
Residents in the South Bronx may have noticed 
fewer construction workers around the neighbor-
hood, with decreases in DOB permits issued in 
2018 across Bronx Community Boards 1, 2, 3 and 4.
The U.S. Department of Labor estimates that the 

employed construction workforce in NYC has de-
creased from an all-time high of 46,000 last year to 
45,500, mirroring the downturn in permits issued, but 
still representing the second-highest employment 
numbers recorded. This is the first estimated decrease 
in construction employment in New York City since 
the 2008 financial crisis.

Other previous trends continue unabated, includ-
ing the desirability of waterfront development, with 
high concentrations of 2018 new-building permits 
issued on the North Brooklyn waterfront, Long Island 
City, and Far Rockaway.  •

DOB: NYC CONSTRUCTION HAS LEVELED 
OFF AFTER HISTORIC BOOM

Construction worker fatalities remain on the rise in New 
York state while continuing to decline in New York City, ac-
cording to an annual report released by the advocacy group 
New York Committee for Occupational Safety and Health.

Deadly Skyline: An Annual Report on Construction Fatali-
ties in New York State, released Jan. 30, states that 69 con-
struction workers died statewide in 2017, including 20 in New 
York City.

Although the statewide total is fewer than the 71 fatalities 
reported in 2016, the construction fatality rate in the state has 
increased 39 percent in the past five years, to 12.2 fatal work-
place injuries per 100,000 full-time equivalent workers.

Construction Deaths Keep Climbing In New York State
But Fall In New York City

Over that same period, the fatality rate has decreased 23 
percent in New York City, to 7.8 per 100,000 FTEs.

Falls are the leading cause of construction worker deaths, 
accounting for 49 percent of fatal injuries statewide and 46 
percent in the city over the past 10 years. The report also notes 
that 86.7 percent of fatalities statewide in 2017 involved non-
union workers, while that percentage was 92.9 in the city.

The report offers several recommendations, including 
maintaining and supporting laws that protect workers, such 
as the Scaffold Safety Law and Carlos’s Law, and proactively 
protecting Latino and immigrant workers. —Safety + Health •
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“Today we’re taking the next step in our 
commitment to our New York City presence by 
investing over $1 billion in capital improvements 

to establish a new campus, Google Hudson Square. 
The over 1.7 million square-foot campus is a result of 
lease agreements at 315 and 345 Hudson Street and a 
signed letter of intent at 550 Washington Street.

When we came to New York City almost 
two decades ago, it was our first office outside 
of California. It’s now home to more than 7,000 
employees, speaking 50 languages, working on a 
broad range of teams including Search, Ads, Maps, 
YouTube, Cloud, Technical Infrastructure, Sales, 
Partnerships and Research.

New York City continues to be a great source 
of diverse, world-class talent—that’s what brought 
Google to the city in 2000 and that’s what keeps us 
here. Earlier this year, we announced the $2.4 billion 
purchase of the Manhattan Chelsea Market and shared 
plans to lease additional space at Pier 57. We hope to 
start moving into the two Hudson Street buildings by 
2020, followed by 550 Washington Street in 2022 once 
the building is complete. Google Hudson Square will 
be the primary location for our New York-based Global 
Business Organization.  

We believe that as our company grows, we have 
a responsibility to support the communities we call 
home. That means supporting the infrastructure 
and services that make our neighborhoods unique 
places to work, live and play. Since 2011, Google 
has contributed more than $150 million in grants 
and employee-matched giving to New York nonprofit 
institutions. We’ve been ardent supporters of iconic 
neighborhood public resources such as the High 
Line and Hudson River Park, and partnered with the 

New York City Public Library System to provide free 
Wi-Fi hotspots to public school students and families 
without home internet access. We recently donated $1.5 
million to support the Stonewall National Monument 
Preservation Project and joined forces with 19 local 
businesses to establish the Westside Community 
Fund. And to help foster New York’s burgeoning tech 
ecosystem, we’ve funded programs like MotherCoders 
NYC, provided space to organizations like Black Girls 
Code and hosted Cornell Tech while its permanent 
campus on Roosevelt Island was under construction.

We’ll continue to deepen our commitments in STEM 
education, workforce development and access to 
technology. This coming spring, Grow with Google—
our initiative to create economic opportunities for 
all Americans—will come to New York City with a 
temporary digital skills learning center on the ground 
floor of our office on 8th Avenue in Chelsea. Grow with 
Google will host free hands-on workshops, one-on-one 
coaching and community events with local partners so 
that New Yorkers have the opportunity to gain the skills 
needed to thrive in today’s digital economy.  

With these most recent investments in Google 
Chelsea and Google Hudson Square, we will have the 
capacity to more than double the number of Googlers 
in New York over the next 10 years. Our investment in 
New York is a huge part of our commitment to grow 
and invest in U.S. facilities, offices and jobs. In fact, 
we’re growing faster outside the Bay Area than within 
it, and this year opened new offices and data centers in 
locations like Detroit, Boulder, Los Angeles, Tennessee 
and Alabama. And as we continue to grow across the 
country, we look forward to calling New York City home 
for many years to come.” •
—Ruth Porat, SVP and CFO of Google and Alphabet

Google Hudson Square: 
expanded New York 
campus
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Sarcos® Robotics, a global leader in robotic systems that augment, 
rather than replace humans working in the industrial, public safety 

and military sectors, has announced a number of significant 
technology advancements for its highly anticipated Guardian XO 

Max full-body, powered industrial exoskeleton robotic system. The 
company, which plans to start shipping the Guardian XO Max to 

customers in early 2020, has completed the assembly of the world’s 
first all-electric, battery-powered, full-body industrial exoskeleton 

capable of enabling a human operator to safely lift and manipulate 
up to 200 pounds for extended work sessions.

Setting the Gold Standard 
for Power 
With 17 years of development efforts and more than $175 million invested 
in R&D, Sarcos has been laser-focused on ensuring the Guardian XO Max 
is safe, intuitive and power efficient. Initial testing of the next-generation 
Guardian XO Max has demonstrated an unprecedented reduction in power 
consumption, with the system requiring less than 400 watts of power while 
walking at human speed. This reduction represents a 90+ percent decrease 
in power typically required for humanoid robots while enabling work sessions 
of up to eight hours on a single charge. Additionally, the unit is designed to 
allow its battery modules to be “hot swapped” in the field within seconds 
without loss of power to the unit.

Product News
Exoskeleton Suit Allows 
Construction Workers To Lift 
200 lbs

Significant Improvements in
Power Consumption, Control 

System Functionality and Load 
Transfer Put Sarcos on Track for 

Commercial Release of 
Guardian™ XO® Max Robot 

in Late 2019
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“There are many misperceptions regarding the 
commercial readiness and viability of full-body industrial 
exoskeletons that are capable of substantially increasing 
human strength and endurance, including the amount 
of power required to operate these machines,” said Ben 
Wolff, chairman and CEO, Sarcos Robotics. “With our 
innovations in optimizing power utilization, Sarcos has 
been able to do what no other robotics company in the 
world has been able to do with powered exoskeletons 
or humanoid robots—power a human-scale robot doing 
meaningful work for up to eight hours on a single charge.”

Simplifying the Exoskeleton 
Experience 
In addition to these power advancements, the 
Guardian XO Max will usher in a new era of intuitive 
user experiences through implementation of Sarcos’ 
proprietary advanced control system, called “Get-Out-
of-the-Way” control, to simplify the operation and use of 
these suits.

Designed to eliminate any perception of latency 
between the movement of the human operator and 
the exoskeleton, Sarcos’ Get-Out-of-the-Way control 
system relies on a suite of sensors  integrated into the 
exoskeleton, foregoing the need to affix sensors directly 
onto the human body. This control system enables the 
Guardian XO Max to respond to the human operator’s 
movements in milliseconds, allowing the operator to 
intuitively control the robot in a way that leverages his 
or her instincts and reflexes, and minimizes the need for 
human training. In addition, the exoskeleton design allows 
a worker to get in and out of the suit in less than one 
minute.

Reducing Load Strain to Improve 
Worker Safety 
Occupational back injuries cost U.S. employers more than 
$100 billion annually, underscoring the need to improve 
worker safety and provide a means to eliminate strain on 
the body. Sarcos has designed the Guardian XO Max to 
be full-body and fully-powered, meaning the entire weight 
of the suit, as well as its payload, is transferred through 
the suit’s structure to the ground. This results in offloading 
100 percent of the weight the worker is bearing, as well 
as the weight of the suit itself, and thereby substantially 
reducing the operator’s metabolic output and drastically 
reducing the risk for worker strain or injury. Initial testing 
of the Guardian XO Max has demonstrated a strength 
amplification of 20 to 1, making 100 lbs. of weight feel 

Product News
like five lbs. for the user while providing a commensurate 
increase in productivity.

“The potential for full-body, powered exoskeleton 
technology is immense—from giving our workers 
super-human strength without putting added strain on 
their bodies, to improving productivity and efficiency,” 
says John Santagate, research director, IDC. “Sarcos’ 
Guardian XO Max will be a game-changer for the 
industrial workforce, improving strength and capabilities, 
reducing the risk of injury on the job, and increasing the 
quality of life and longevity of workers.”

Expanding Commitment to 
Exoskeleton Excellence 
In addition to its product advancements, Sarcos 
continues to foster innovation in the robotics industry. The 
company, in collaboration with Virginia Tech University, 
recently announced a $3 million award from the National 
Science Foundation to conduct fundamental research 
to evaluate controls and human-machine interfaces for 
powered exoskeletons in order to increase productivity 
and reduce the risk of injury. In addition, Ohio State 
University’s Spine Research Institute, led by Dr. William 
Marras, is currently conducting an evaluation of Sarcos’ 
full-body, powered exoskeleton technology.

Earlier this year, Sarcos also formed its Exoskeleton 
Technical Advisory Board (X-TAG), which is comprised of 
executives from leading companies across a variety of 
industries such as industrial manufacturing, automotive, 
aviation and aerospace, construction, oil & gas, logistics 
and utilities. The X-TAG is working to identify key 
performance and safety requirements necessary to 
ensure that the Guardian XO Max meets the needs of 
Sarcos’ customers.

“We’ve already seen significant early interest in pre-
orders across numerous industries, and we are working 
closely with the members of the X-TAG to ensure that the 
Guardian XO Max delivers on productivity needs, while 
keeping workers safe and out of harm’s way,” added 
Wolff.

Sarcos’ Guardian XO Max is expected to be released 
commercially in late 2019 and begin shipping to 
customers in early 2020 and will be offered exclusively 
through a fee-based Robotics-as-a-Service (RaaS) model. 
For more information about Sarcos and the company’s 
full-body, powered exoskeleton technologies, please visit: 
www.sarcos.com. •
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12V Max EC Brushless Palm 
Edge Router (Bare Tool)
The Bosch GKF12V-25N 12 V Max Palm Edge Router delivers cordless freedom and 
a unique offset design, making this router the choice for comfortable, compact 
edge routing and trimming The ergonomic GKF12V-25 palm edge router is light 
weight and balanced. This professional cordless router is designed specifically 
to make edge routing and trimming easier. It features a unique ergonomic design 
that has most of the tool and its gripping areas positioned over the workpiece 
for maximum stability when edge-forming. It weighs only 2.2 Lbs. (tool only, not 
including battery). The EC Brushless motor helps to provide great runtime. When 
rounding 0.2 In. of beech, this unit delivers 23 Ft. of routing per battery Amp hour 
(Ah). It has an easy-change spindle lock, fast macro depth adjustment, and easy 
fine depth adjustment at 0.04 In. per revolution of the dial. For user protection, 
it includes finger barriers to help prevent contact with the bit area. This is a 
bare-tool kit; the battery and                 
charger are sold separately.

Includes
(1) GKF12V-25 EC Brushless Palm Edge Router
(1) 1/4 In. Self-Releasing Collet Chuck (PR114)
(1) Forged Collet Chuck Wrench (2609110438)
GKF12V-25N 12V Max EC Brushless Palm Edge 
    Router (Bare Tool)

BOSCH TOOLS
boschtools.com

ClarkDietrich recently announced the launch of its Pony 
Wall, a new partial wall framing connection that helps 
eliminate on-site fabrication and load-size guesswork. 
As the latest addition to ClarkDietrich’s Clip Express, 

the Pony Wall is designed to 
support out-of-plane loading 
of cantilevered partial wall 
systems that are unsupport-
ed at the top track. Out-of-
plane loads are transferred to 
the floor system through the 
base-plate, which is welded 
to the Pony Wall stud mem-
ber.

“We’re extremely excited to 
introduce the ClarkDietrich Pony Wall connector to the 
market, as it’s a product that will change the way con-
tractors approach constructing partial wall assemblies,” 
said Brett Hironimus, Clip Express Sales Manager, 
ClarkDietrich. “It’s the perfect solution to help contrac-
tors save time and labor on the jobsite, plus it has the 

versatility to be used across several applications in addi-
tion to wall systems, like parapets and ribbon windows.”

ClarkDietrich Pony Wall has been extensively tested and 
meets all applicable ASTM standards for cold-formed 
steel framing members, providing quality assurances that 
are unavailable with locally-welded clips and connectors. 
The product is also available in three different size op-
tions including 24”, 36” and 48” to accommodate various 
project dimensions.

With a reputation of quality manufacturing for more than 
40 years, ClarkDietrich offers the world’s largest selec-
tion of steel framing and finishing products. The com-
pany offers a full line of drywall studs and accessories, 
structural studs and joists, metal lath and accessories, 
shaft wall studs and track, interior and exterior finishing 
products, and connectors and accessories for com-
mercial and residential construction. ClarkDietrich cold-
formed steel products are available nationwide and are 
precision manufactured from steel coils with a variety of 
corrosion-resistant options.

CLARKDIETRICH
clark-dietrich.com

ClarkDietrich Adds Pony Wall 
Connector
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New Grabber Dump Cart
Grabber Construction Products lightens the load of job 
site work with its new Grabber Dump Cart. A heavy-duty 
cart with patented features and impressive capacity and 
functionality, the Grabber Dump Cart is designed with 
the needs of construction professionals in mind.

With its, 1000-pound load capacity, the Grabber Dump 
Cart can tackle heavy-duty job site waste with relative 
ease. The cart holds 3⁄4 yard of debris; capacity increas-
es to a full yard with the optional hinged lid. And while 
the cart’s volume is impressive, its rugged construction 
confirms its professional grade.

Grabber’s new 
Dump Cart is 
made from du-
rable high-den-
sity plastic as a 
single seamless 
container. The 
design features a 
patented rein-
forced handle 
integrated into 
the cart mold, 
making it less 
susceptible 
to cracking or 

breaking. Thanks to a reinforced rear axle, the bin floor 
also stays free from cracks and sagging brought on by 
heavy loads.

Still, construction pros know loading a waste bin is just 
half the battle. The Grabber Dump Cart is designed for 
easy maneuverability and dumping by just one worker.

The cart’s front casters with stainless steel bearings and 
grease fittings offer a smooth, 360- degree spin. Their 
bolt-through attachment means they’ll stay connected 
and won’t strip out like casters attached with a lag bolt 
only.

Large rear wheels traverse the roughest worksite sur-
faces with ease. A soft rubber surface over hard-rubber 
wheels balance the need for durability and traction 
whether the cart is empty or full.

A patented, multi-rib handle design provides the right 
grip for pulling, pushing, and full-tilt dumping. With its 
smooth interior surface and lay-flat front, the Grabber 
Dump Cart can be rolled and emptied by a single worker 
with no concern of tipping.

Loading and dumping might be a cart’s primary function. 
But the Grabber Dump Cart includes details in its design 
that clearly shows it is made for construction profession-
als—by construction professionals.

The cart is sized to fit through standard doorways and in 
elevators. Multiple carts even stack to save freight costs 
during transport. The smooth, hard plastic surface is 
easy to brush out or hose down for cleaning. It’s resis-
tant to moisture and pitting, and the bin has no rivets 
or parts that will corrode. Even if it takes a beating over 
time, the Grabber Dump Cart lets contractors replace an 
axle, caster, rather than replacing the entire dump cart.

The Grabber Dump Cart is one more professional-grade 
innovation from Grabber Construction Products, an 
international distributor of quality products for con-
struction professionals. The Grabber family of products 
includes premium fasteners and fastening systems for 
wood, metal and drywall applications in the commercial 
and residential construction markets.

Grabber also distributes a wide range of proprietary 
tools, accessories, equipment, and building materials to 
the construction industry.

Download complete product details about the Grab-
ber Dump Cart at www.GrabberPro.com. Or to request 
more information about Grabber solutions, contact info@
GrabberPro.com or call 800- 477-TURN (8876).

GRABBER
GrabberPro.com

Angled Pliers Wrench is the market’s first 
offset ratcheting pliers wrench.

KNIPEX Tools has  introduced its Angled Pliers Wrench. 
The product is the market’s first offset ratcheting pliers 
wrench.

The Angled Pliers Wrench features 15-degree angled 
handles for better accessibility and more finger and 
knuckle space when working up against surfaces. The 
tool has push-button adjustment with 17 different laser-

KNIPEX Tools Introduces 
Angled Pliers Wrench
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etched positions to find the perfect position, up to 1 3⁄4” 
capacity. Each position can be locked in place, mak-
ing the Angled Pliers Wrench an excellent tool for one-
handed applications. The pliers wrench also features 
cam ratchet action for quick and efficient ratcheting on 
a workpiece without having to take the tool off and put it 
back on like a standard adjustable wrench. The parallel 
jaws evenly distribute force to the workpiece for a se-
cure grip that is 10 times a user’s hand strength, which 
makes it both strong and versatile.

With smooth jaws, the Angled Pliers Wrench can loosen 
or tighten a workpiece without damaging surfaces such 
as chrome, brass or aluminum. Ideal for automotive 
applications, the Angled Pliers Wrench can be used for 
flush work or tightening screws on flat surfaces and 
hydraulic connections. The body of the Angled Pliers 
Wrench is forged out of chrome vanadium electric steel.

“The Angled Pliers Wrench combines the functionality of 
pliers with the smooth jaws of an adjustable wrench to 
make one strong and versatile tool,” said Todd Shumate, 
president, KNIPEX Tools. “These pliers provide easy ac-
cess, so users can work in tight spaces without scraping 
their knuckles.”

KNIPEX TOOLS
knipex-tools.com

Continued from preceding page

DEWALT® Introduces 60V MAX* 
In-Line Stud & Joist Drill 
DEWALT introduces the 60V MAX* In-Line Stud & Joist 
Drill with E-Clutch® System (DCD470). Part of the grow-
ing line of FLEXVOLT® Tools, Batteries, and Accesso-
ries, the brushless 60V MAX* In-Line Stud & Joist Drill 
offers powerful, high-speed drilling and long runtime.

The 60V MAX* In-Line Stud & Joist Drill with E-Clutch® 
System is a high torque right angle drill with fast ap-
plication speeds. Part of the DEWALT PERFORM & 
PROTECT™line of tools the drill features E-Clutch® 
System and a mechanical clutch for control in high or 
low speed. In high and low speed, the DEWALT E-
Clutch® System senses tool motion and eliminates the 
torque when binding is detected by stopping the motor. 
The user is notified that the E-Clutch® System has been 
activated through an illuminated LED light.

The 60V MAX* In-Line Stud & Joist Drill also features 

the 2-speed Quick-Shift which allows the user to easily 
shift between two speeds without having to feather the 
trigger. The drill also includes a 2-position side handle, 
a shallow nose to get into tight spaces, a 1/2” keyed 

chuck and chuck key holder, an LED to illuminate work 
areas, a knuckle guard to help protect the user’s hand, 
and Bluetooth® Tool Connect™ Tag (sold separately) 
mount. With a rounded top handle and rubber handle 
over-mold, it is easy for the user to find the right grip.

The 60V MAX* In-Line Stud & Joist Drill with E-Clutch® 
System will be available where DEWALT products are 
sold kitted with one 9.0Ah FLEXVOLT® Battery, Char-
ger, and Kit Bag for $549 MSRP (DCD470X1) and bare 
for $399 MSRP (DCD470B). It will come standard with a 
three-year limited warranty, one-year free service con-
tract and 90-day money-back guarantee.

DEWALT TOOLS
Dewalttools.com

RIDGID introduces the GEN5X Brushless 18-Volt Dry-
wall Screwgun Kit with Collated Attachment. This tool 
offers 2-in-1 function- ality, both drywall nose 
cone  and col-
lated 
attach-
ment, to 
help tackle a 
variety of applications. With 
registration, this kit is backed 
by the Industry’s Only Lifetime 
Service Agreement.

RIDGID
ridgid.com

Ridgid Offers New 18-Volt 
1/4 inch Brushless Drywall 
Screwdriver Kit with Collated 
Attachment
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Makita®, the innovation leader in cordless, has expand-
ed its range of tools powered by two 18V batteries with 
the new 18V X2 LXT® (36V) Brushless 14” Cut-Off Saw 
(XWL01). The XWL01 is the world’s first cordless cut-off 
saw, and is engineered for cutting light gauge metals 
including pipe, all thread, conduit, tubing, rebar, light 
gauge metal stud and Uni-strut®.

 

Maximum Cordless Performance
Powered by two 18V LXT batteries, the XWL01 delivers 
maximum cordless performance with 3,800 RPM and 
cutting capacity of 5” (round) and 4” x 7-5/8” (rectan-
gular tubing). In run-time testing the XWL01 delivered 
up to 104 cuts in 20 gauge metal stud (1-1/4” x 3-5/8”) 
using two 18V 5.0Ah batteries. Ideal for mechanical and 
plumbing contractors, electricians, sprinkler fitters, metal 
fabricators, and concrete contractors, the cut-off saw 
allows users to eliminate the hassles and trip-hazards of 
power cords on the job site.

World’s Largest 18V Cordless Tool System
The new XWL01 is part of Makita’s expanding LXT 
system, and with over 200 solutions LXT is the world’s 
largest cordless tool system powered by 18V Lithium-
Ion slide-style batteries. Makita 18V Lithium-Ion batter-
ies have the fastest charge times in their categories, so 

they spend more time working and less time sitting on 
the charger.

 More Features for Efficient Cutting
The XWL01 features “tool-less” flange removal for quick 
wheel changes, and a large spark guard engineered to 
capture and deflect debris away from the surrounding 
area. Makita’s Brushless BL™ Motor eliminates carbon 
brushes so it runs cooler and more efficiently for longer 
life. Additional features include soft start, electric brake, 
a large ergonomic handle and two-stage lock-off power 
button.

Protection for a Contractor’s Cordless Investment
For improved tool performance and extended battery 
life, Makita created Star Protection Computer Con-
trols™. Star Protection is communication technology 
that allows the Star Protection-equipped tool and bat-
tery to exchange data in real time and monitor condi-
tions during use to protect against overloading, over-
discharging and overheating. For increased versatility, 
the tool can also be powered by Makita 18V LXT and 
Compact Lithium-Ion batteries with the star symbol on 
the battery indicating Star Protection inside.

 
New Blade Engineered for More Cuts Per Charge
Both the kit and tool-only configurations include a 14” x 
1” x 3/32” Abrasive Cut-Off Wheel (model B-64705) that 
features a special bond and reduced thickness. When 
compared to the standard Makita 1/8” thick wheel, the 
new B-64705 wheel makes up to 30% more cuts per 
charge, up to 40% faster cuts and up to 250% longer 
performance life. The new B-64705 wheel is designed 
for use with the new XWL01 or with corded cut-off saws.

Makita Tools
Makitatools.com

Makita Launches World’s First 
Cordless Cut-Off Saw
The 18V X2 Lxt (36V) Brush-
less Cordless 14” Cut-Off Saw 
Brings Flexibility To Contractors



28  Off The Wall  Winter 2019

Product News

As a code referenced document, GA-216 Application and 
Finishing of Gypsum Panel Products is revised every three 
years. GA-216 is being revised and released to coincide 
with the 2021 code revision cycle and to better align with 
the Association’s other code-referenced documents, 
namely GA-600 Fire Resistance and Sound Control Design 
Manual and GA-253 Application of Gypsum Sheathing. 
GA-216 is referenced in the International Building Code 
(and other “I-Codes”) as well as NFPA 5000 as a standard 
for the application and installation of gypsum panels.

Architects and specifiers consult and reference GA-216 in 
construction documents to guide installation of gypsum 
panels over appropriately spaced and installed wood or 
steel framing and to determine when, and if, control joints 

Gypsum Organization Releases 
Updated Code Referenced 
Specification Guides 
Design And Installation Of 
Gypsum Panels

should be used. Specialty contractors rely on GA-216 to 
ensure proper handling and storage of gypsum panels on 
the jobsite and appropriate installation and finishing meth-
ods. Application and Finishing of Gypsum Panel Products 
dictates the layout of gypsum panel products, includ-
ing proper placement of joints around window and door 
openings, and selection of fastener types and fastener 
spacing. GA-216 also serves as a guidance document for 
building inspectors.

The specification provides appropriate installation meth-
ods for the various types of gypsum panels—from the 
more common ½-inch and type X wallboards to special-
ized performance gypsum panels such as glass mat 
water-resistant gypsum panels and abuse-resistant and 
impact-resistant gypsum panels. New to the 2018 speci-
fication is clarification of language on steel studs and 
abuse-resistant and impact resistance panel products 
and updated criteria for panel installation over concrete. 
Direct adhesion to concrete is no longer acceptable; pan-
els must be installed on framing. Also, GA-223 has been 
added to the appendix as a reference to ASTM standards 
and additional GA publications that provide additional 
information and specifications.
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ClarkDietrich® Building Systems, the longtime industry leader in steel construction products and services, 
has announced the availability of new Revit content and BIM configuration tools for architects, designers, 
and other building professionals through a partnership with BIMsmith®, a leading cloud platform for building 
product research and selection.

The partnership makes ClarkDietrich’s leading steel framing products, finishing products, and accessories 
available to architects and designers across the entire suite of free BIMsmith tools. With just a few clicks, 
designers can download individual products, along with cut sheets, 3-part specifications, installation guides, 
and more from the ClarkDietrich BIM library on BIMsmith Market, or they can design and configure entire wall 
assemblies layer-by-layer with the Revit configurator in BIMsmith Forge.

“Our goal has always been to make the design process as seamless as possible for professionals who choose 
ClarkDietrich,” said Mike Murzyn, Technical Product & Marketing Manager at ClarkDietrich. “We believe the 
powerful tools available through BIMsmith accomplish just that.”

“ClarkDietrich’s products are recognized throughout the industry for their innovation and reliability,” said 
Benjamin Glunz, CEO at BIMsmith. “We’re thrilled to welcome such an esteemed brand to the BIMsmith 
platform.”

Building professionals can find ClarkDietrich Revit content at clarkdietrich.com/BIM or at bimsmith.com/
clarkdietrich.

ClarkDietrich Announces New Revit Content 
And Bim Tools For Building Professionals
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Located just north of St. Patrick’s Ca-
thedral, east of Fifth Avenue between 
51st and 52nd Streets, Tower Fifth will 
rank as the second tallest building not 
only in New York, but in the Western 
Hemisphere. 

Climbing 1,556 feet above Manhattan, 
the 1.3-million-gross-square-foot tower 
creates a new paradigm for how a su-
pertall structure meets the street and 
interacts with its neighbors. Its ground 
floor glass-enclosed public galleria 
spans the entire block, framing views 
of St. Patrick’s Cathedral while extend-
ing the civic realm into the building 
footprint, leading visitors to shops, a 
food hall, and an auditorium.

At the top of the tower, the city’s high-
est observatory grants unprecedented views and features an array of unique experiential, cultural, and enter-
tainment experiences within a public observatory. The office floors feature 960,000 square feet of tenant space 
and amenities focused on wellness. 

Gensler’s New York Tower Set To Be Second Tallest In City
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/SAFETY NEWS

There were fewer workplace fatalities in 2017 than the previous year, 
according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics’ National Census of Fatal 
Occupational Injuries in 2017 (CFOI) report released in December. The 
fatal injury rate decreased from 3.6 percent in 2016 to 3.5 percent in 2017.

Crane-related workplace fatalities, and fatal occupational injuries in 
manufacturing and wholesale trade reached their lowest points since 
the CFOI started in 1992. The number of unintentional overdoses due 
to the nonmedical use of drugs or alcohol while at work increased by 
25 percent – the fifth consecutive year that overdose deaths rose by at 
least 25 percent. See OSHA’s statement on the report.

Workplace Fatalities Declined in 2017

OSHA’s civil penalties amounts for violations of workplace safety 
and health standards will increase in 2019 to adjust for inflation. The 
adjusted maximum penalty amounts will take effect upon publication 
in the Federal Register. New penalties for willful and repeat violations 
will be $132,598 per violation; serious, other-than-serious, and posting 
requirements are $13,260 per violation; and failure to abate violations 
are $13,260 per day beyond the abatement date.

OSHA Penalties Adjusting in 2019

To protect worker privacy, the 
U.S. Department of Labor’s Occu-
pational Safety and Health Admin-
istration (OSHA) has issued a final 
rule that eliminates the require-
ment for establishments with 250 
or more employees to electronical-
ly submit information from OSHA 
Form 300 (Log of Work-Related 
Injuries and Illnesses) and OSHA 
Form 301 (Injury and Illness Inci-
dent Report) to OSHA each year. 
These establishments are still 
required to electronically submit 
information from OSHA Form 300A 
(Summary of Work-Related Injuries 
and Illnesses).

By preventing routine govern-
ment collection of information that 
may be quite sensitive, including 
descriptions of workers’ injuries 
and body parts affected, OSHA is 
avoiding the risk that such infor-
mation might be publicly disclosed 
under the Freedom of Information 
Act (FOIA). This rule will better 
protect personally identifiable in-
formation or data that could be re-
identified with a particular worker 
by removing the requirement for 
covered employers to submit their 
information from Forms 300 and 
301. The final rule does not alter 
an employer’s duty to maintain 
OSHA Forms 300 and 301 on-site, 
and OSHA will continue to obtain 
these forms as needed through 
inspections and enforcement ac-
tions.  

In addition, this rule will allow 
OSHA to focus its resources on 
initiatives that its past experience 
has shown to be useful—including 
continued use of information from 
severe injury reports that helps 
target areas of concern, and seek-
ing to fully utilize a large volume 
of data from Form 300A—rather 
than on collecting and processing 

information from Forms 300 and 
301 with uncertain value for OSHA 
enforcement and compliance as-
sistance.

The agency is also amending 
the recordkeeping regulation to 
require covered employers to elec-
tronically submit their Employer 
Identification Number with their 
information from Form 300A. The 
final rule’s requirement for employ-
ers to submit their EIN to OSHA 
electronically along with their 
information from OSHA Form 300A 
will make the data more useful for 
OSHA and BLS, and could reduce 
duplicative reporting burdens on 
employers in the future.

OSHA has determined that this 
final rule will allow OSHA to im-

prove enforcement targeting and 
compliance assistance, protect 
worker privacy and safety, and 
decrease burden on employers.

Collection of Calendar Year 
2018 information from the OSHA 
Form 300A began on January 2, 
2019. The deadline for electronic 
submissions is March 2, 2019. 

Under the Occupational Safety 
and Health Act of 1970, employers 
are responsible for providing safe 
and healthful workplaces for their 
employees. OSHA’s role is to help 
ensure these conditions for Amer-
ica’s working men and women by 
setting and enforcing standards, 
and providing training, education 
and assistance. For more informa-
tion, visit www.osha.gov.

U.S. Department of Labor Issues 
Final Rule to Protect Privacy of 
Workers
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